Kito Crosby has seen
an increased demand for
wireless load monitoring
systems, as companies
invest in digital solutions to
enhance operational safety
and traceability. The company
expects further growth in
demand for these sorts of lifting
solutions, and attributes its
products with improving real-
time decision-making, reducing
downtime, and supporting
predictive maintenance,

As with WireCo, Kito Crosby
has witnessed a rise in demand
across several sectors, namely
renewable energy - offshore
wind and modular construction
in particular, along with
infrastructure development
and heavy industrial logistics.

In terms of geographical
demand, Kito Crosby — which is
headquartered in Texas, USA - is
seeing notable demand from

both Northern Europe and
Africa. Under the jib equipment
from Crosby Airpes, a subsidiary
of Kito Crosby, is used frequently
on major wind power projects in
Europe, for example.

In September 2024,
Kito Crosby released the
re-engineered Crosby G-2160
widebody shackle range - now
available in eight capacities
from 400-2,000 tons (362-
1,814 tonnes). It comes with
three lifting points, including a
recessed and removable centre
point that reduces the risk of
snags and provides balanced
handling and bow-to-bow
compatibility for all sizes.

Then, into 2025, the
company released its
specialised line of hoists and
load monitoring systems
designed explicitly for overhead
power line construction. The
equipment is used for installing,

UNDER THE JIBEQUIPMENT
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amongst its most popular solutions at present.

maintaining, and repairing
power lines, including high-
voltage transmission and
distribution lines by lifting,
pulling, or tensioning cables,
tools, or other materials.

Power lines
Kito Crosby’s overhead power
line-focused portfolio includes
the Kito LB / LB-SL lever
hoists for lifting, pulling and
tensioning; Crosby Straightpoint
COLT & BOLT tensiometers for
measuring cable line tension;
Crosby shackles for general
lifting and rigging; as well as
Crosby and Gunnebo Industries’
lifting points for general lifting
and rigging.

“Our under-the-jib
equipment is designed
for ease of configuration,
minimal maintenance, and
maximum durability under
extreme conditions, We offer a

comprehensive range of load-
rated rigging products tested
beyond requlatory standards,”
said Richard Berg, regional
product manager, Europe,
Middle East and Africa at Kito
Crosby.

Highlighting the importance
especially when handling
heavy and oversize loads,

Berg added: "Another key
differentiator is our focus

on data-driven lifting. OQur

load monitoring and camera
systems provide actionable
insights that help operators
mitigate risks and make
informed decisions in real time."

As with other players within
the sector, innovation remains
the main priority. Kito Crosby is
presently focused on enhancing
safety whilst improving
ergonomics, digital integration,
and lifting efficiency which,
ultimately, contribute to
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more sustainable operations
in practice. Recognising the
importance of sustainability,
Berg explained: “While under-
the-jib equipment doesn't
traditionally rely on power
sources, we're supporting
sustainability through product
longevity and smart solutions
that reduce waste and
operational inefficiencies.

Popular solutions
Germany-based machine
engineering firm ematec picked
out the RBC-D yoke - used for
single-blade assembly of rotor
blades - as being amongst

its most popular solutions at
present. In recent months, the
company has also developed a
spreader beam for renewable
energy equipment manufacturer

Enercon that enables rotor
blades weighing up to 80 tonnes
to be installed and removed.

“Compared to other
solutions, the time required
for rotor blade assembly per
wind turbine is reduced by
two to three days,’ said Julian
Eberhard, chief technical officer
at ematec, commenting on the
RBC-D yoke. "In combination
with the automatic positioning
system (APS) from Seasight
Solutions, guide ropes are not
required during installation. In
addition, rotor blades can be
installed safely even at wind
speeds of up to 10 m/s!"

The most in-demand
equipment piece within
ematec’s range is “clearly” the
RBC-D 50 yoke, according to
Eberhard, and he puts this
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Operators of larger
wind farms have
recognised how
effident it is to use
lifting equipment that
can handle a variety of
blade formats.

~Julian Eberhard, ematec

down to its efficiency, safety
and flexibility during rotor blade
assembly. “Wind farm operators
and turbine manufacturers
can assemble and disassemble
rotor blades of various sizes and
makes. No other manufacturer
offers this,"he added.

Although onshore wind
is - and has always been - a
key sector for ematec, the
company is also beginning
to witness opportunities in
the offshore market arise.
"Operators of larger wind farms
have recognised how sensible
and efficient it is to use lifting
equipment that can handle a
wide variety of blade formats
from different manufacturers,’
commented Eberhard. This
becomes particularly apparent
when the first maintenance

more news at www.heavyliftpfi.com

contracts with manufacturers
expire and the wind farm
operators have to take over
maintenance themselves.
With all its products
manufactured in-house at its
facility in Memmingerberg,
Germany, ematec’s RBC-D
yokes are currently being used
in two wind farm projects
by German energy provider
Leipziger Stadtwerke in
Saxony, Germany. According
to Eberhard, the company’s
technology has received great
feedback from both Enercon
and Leipziger Stadtwerke.
Eberhard added: "We
are also pioneers in terms
of sustainability. The RBC-D
yokes have been designed as
Greenline variants from the
outset and are completely
battery-powered.” Therefore,
no CO2 is emitted during
operation of the yokes.

Streamlined service
With the aim of providing a
streamlined service whilst
keeping a spotlight firmly
on safety, efficiency, and
adaptability, in March 2025
pewag group united its UK
brands under one umbrella:
Modulift by pewag, Load
Monitoring System (LMS)
by pewag, and pewag UK.
The following month, the
manufacturer acquired
Aberdeen Web.

Modulift offers high-grade
chain and rigging products and
spreader beams; LMS covers
load monitoring for heavy
and oversize cargo projects;

THE NEW BENCHM:;
SINGLE BLADE INS

RBC Rotor Blade Clamp
One clamp for all scenarios

Up to 50 metric tons blade weight = Always operational —
no assembly required » One clamp fits all blades
and adaptive blade interface e filt and pitch around
sensationally low height = single package - easily s

" Want to know more

about the RBC?
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